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honour unreservedly to Fielding, as he sums himself up in that master piece. Tom Jones stands to this day the most catholic type of the multiform
literary species that was to be the ruling estate in English letters for the next two centuries, if not longer. Further-more, in Tom Jones, Fielding, after
the manner of innovators, said a good deal for himself, several of his prologues to the successive books being in the style of the aesthetic manifestos
of Gautier, Maupassant and Zola. An able critic of other men s work as well as of his own, and with no false modesty, he was decidedly on the side of
those who regard his fiction, not only as great in itself, but as epoch-making in the history of literature. Other authorities, again, would go very far
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